
 

 

 

 

HANOVER HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the Hanover Hockey Association Board Meeting 

April 14, 2009 

 

In attendance:  Elizabeth Gardner, Charlie Hackett, Randy Hill, Sharon Ikeda, Steve 

McAllister, John Montgomery, Kathy Peters, Scott Peters, Mark Tecca, Mike Wagner, 

and Kim Whalen. 

 

Absent:  Steve Bensen, Jonathan Bynum, Tammy Coffin, John Elliott, Stuart Gordon, 

Aimee Goodwin, Jeff Graham, Betsy Knights, Ann Malenka, and Thomas Oppel. 

 

Guests:  Jon Singleton, Joe Asch, Elizabeth Asch, Dan French, Dave McCoy, Brendan 

Scribner, Michael Moore, Tim Beaver, Bill Miles, Dave Peters, Mike Costello and Lisa 

Damren. 

 

 

Scott called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm. 

 

1. Minutes of the March meeting 

The minutes of the March meeting were approved. 

 

2. New Business 

 

Recap of Recent Peewee Meeting 

Scott said many of the HHA parents and other members of the public were attending this 

April HHA meeting to have an opportunity to communicate their interest in examining a 

HHA-UVHA merge, and some have a particular interest in the Pee Wee age group.  He 

explained that a Pee Wee (PW) parents meeting was held 4/7/09 in which options for the 

PW age group were explored. Some of these PW options had been discussed previously 

at the March HHA meeting. 

 

Scott summarized the outcome of the 4/7 parents’ meeting.  It became evident that there 

was sufficient interest in exploring a merge that PW parents should attend the April HHA 

Board meeting.  The Board members noted that they were surprised by HHA members 

expressing interest in exploring a merger of associations as the Board had not been aware 

of such significant sentiment during the 2008-09 season. 

 



The board position and history relative to merges in prior years was summarized by John 

Montgomery.  A potential merger with GLYHA was last discussed in spring 2007 at 

which time the HHA board vote was not to pursue.  However, the Board noted that the 

GSL is evolving with associations from metropolitan areas drawing from a larger 

population base than that of the HHA.  In the 2008-09 season, the HHA did not field a 

Tier I team at any level.  This was the first time this had ever occurred, based on the 

cumulative recollection of those present.  The group agreed that as a Board, we recognize 

the history and identity associated with Hanover Hockey Association. 

 

Jon Singleton summarized the experience of UVHA this past season.  He cited, for 

example, one Tier II team and two Tier V teams at the Squirt level, which enabled 

UVHA to coach players at the right level. The HHA Board noted that the HHA offered 

Squirt teams at Tier II, III, IV, and V during the past season.  HHA Board members asked 

Jon Singleton was what was driver for HYHA/GLYHA merge.  Jon said that it was 

mainly a numbers issue and the merger provided the opportunity to offer a program that 

was suited to children with a range of skills and experience. 

 

Dave Peters submitted a letter to the HHA board in favor of pursuing a merger.  

 

Mark Tecca enumerated some of the logistical issues that must be addressed for a merge 

to be considered, such as the season start/end dates, fee levels, league selection, and 

practice locations. 

  

The discussion on the subject of a merger is concluded with the Board observing that a 

subcommittee should be formed to study options and interest further.  Jon Singleton 

suggested that a moderator from the community be approached to organize the 

discussion, as he feels the UVHA and HHA Boards will eventually need to meet together 

for any substantial progress to be made. 

 

Mike Wagner reminded the group that we should not forget HHA membership at large 

and suggested a survey to capture opinion of the entire membership.  The Board 

concluded with decision to form a subcommittee that is given the following charge:  To 

explore within HHA the long-term interest and feasibility of a full Upper Valley Hockey 

Association merge as well as to examine – with a compressed time schedule – specific 

options and opportunities at appropriate levels for the coming 2009-10 season.  Those 

interested in serving on the committee should contact Scott Peters.   

 

At the conclusion of this discussion, the guests left the meeting. 

 

Review of Pre-Registration Results - Sharon 

Sharon said that overall numbers are good, with 191 players in total registered for travel 

teams, and 29 in total registered for the house teams.  She added that 22 need approval 

(11 transfers and 11 late registrations).  The number of goalies is a concern at the Squirt 

and Pee Wee levels (though 2 more goalies are possible at the PW level).  The girls 

program numbers are a concern as we try to offer teams at three age levels; as a result, 

registrations are broadly distributed across ages. 



 

When the Board began its discussion of the girls’ registration, a tangential question 

emerged regarding what guidance the Board has to offer to the Girls’ Committee on how 

to select teams, i.e. by age or ability.  The perception is that some girls are moving to co-

ed teams based on competitiveness.  Based on precedent in 2008-09 season (during which 

girls were teamed by ability outside of GSL games) some questioned if it remains an 

option to select by ability.  The Board’s response is to have the Girls’ Committee make a 

recommendation to Board regarding how the 2009-10 Girls’ program will be structured 

to enable timely decisions by players and good communication between families, the 

Board, coaches, etc.  Sharon noted that a U16 team could be a problem as it appears that 

level 4 coaches will be required. 

 

For Pee Wees, registration numbers indicate that the HHA is likely to field three 

relatively large teams. 

 

For Bantams, the HHA registration numbers are solid.  The UVHA has approached HHA 

with a question regarding the direction they should provide to their small Bantam group 

(9 skaters, 2 goalies, plus 3 who have already registered for HHA).  Specifically, the 

UVHA has asked if the HHA would accept all of them.  This would likely create three 

teams with six goalies.  There would actually be 7 goalies at the start of the season until 

the HHS girls season starts.  Scott will explore this further with Jim Damren and the 

UVHA.  The HHA Board is inclined to accept them but they would have to register with 

HHA by June 1, and number of registrants needs to be close to 9 skaters and 2 goalies.  

Otherwise it presents team structure difficulties. 

 

The Board will decide on the waitlisted players at the June meeting.  Two petitions were 

reviewed.  The first, for a Midget, was granted.  The second, for a Travel Mite with a 

2004 birth year, was not granted. 

 

Sharon noted in closing that it will be necessary for coaches to register on line this 

season, as well. 

   

Status Report from Nominations Committee - Scott, John, and Kathy 

The Committee explained that the Board will need to vote in new board at its June 

meeting.  The Committee would like to present tentative slate at May meeting.  They 

acknowledged that they will have to fill essential leadership roles within four weeks. 

  

Goaltender Recruitment / Development - Tammy  

The discussion was deferred to the next Board meeting in May. 

  

Committee to study merger interest and options  
Scott plans to approach Jay Wolter about serving as committee chair.  The group 

discussed whether members should be unbiased or a mix.  Regardless, there will need to 

be a communication to the Board about merger discussion.   

 

 



3. Operations Review 

 

General Operations - John M. 

Discussion was deferred until the May meeting. 

 

Finance - Mike  

Mike said it appears that HHA will close FY2009 with net positive income.  There is 

indication that the Campion fees will go up 9% next season (net impact $15-16K). 

The Board’s discussion of registration fees resulted in agreement to hold fees for the 

upcoming season but to consider an increase in two years as it does not make sense to 

plan for a deficit in successive years.  The Board recognized need to communicate this 

(holding fees fixed) to membership as a positive action. 

 

Scheduling - Steve M.  

There was nothing to report. 

 

Coaching Coordination - Steve B.  

There was nothing to report. 

 

Initiation Programs – Charlie H. 

There was nothing to report. 

 

Parent Coordinator – Elizabeth 

There was nothing to report. 

 

Girls Programs – Betsy  

There was nothing to report. 

 

State Delegates – Stuart and Randy 

There was nothing to report. 

 

Communications and Web Site – Tom  

There was nothing to report. 

 

The meeting was adjourned 8:45 p.m. 

 


